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Introduction:

Results:

The development of infant day care
units will expand in Germany
within the next years. Empirical
data suggests (Ahnert, 2008), that
the relationship between educators
and children features important
characteristics of an attachment
relationship and that a secure
educators-child-attachment
can
promote social and educational
development of children (e.g.
Howes et al., 1998). A group
training program for educators
SAFE® (Safe Attachment Formation

52% of the educators displayed the U category in the AAP
predominantly in the cemetery story dealing with stories about
death and loss. 96% of the babies (n = 26) assessed with the
parent in Ainsworth’s strange situation showed an organized
attachment quality, actually 73% showed secure attachment
behavior. 24% of the educators meet the criteria of PTSD. We
found 36% of educators with PTSD with an U category in the
AAP.
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for Educators) was implemented in 12 day care units in the
city of Munich. The training is targeted on the modulation
of behavior that leads to a secure attachment relationship
between educators and children as well as parents and
their children.

80%

Educator-AAP
(n=21)

40%
30%

28%

20%

Child-SST with
parent (n=26)

15%
10%

10%

10% 8%

4%

0%

F/B

Sample and Methods:
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Before day care entry (T1) N = 26 children’s (M = 15,1;
SD = 4,41; range 10-25 months) attachment behavior with
parent is measured in Ainsworth’s strange situation
(Ainsworth et al., 1978). N = 21 educator’s (M = 34,7; SD =
9,89; range 19-52 years) attachment representation is
tested with the Adult Attachment Projective (AAP; George
et al., 1997). Additionally their traumatic life events are
measured in the Posttraumatic Stress Diagnostic Scales
(PDS; Ehlers et al., 1996).

Limitations & Discussion:
These preliminary findings (study ongoing) show that in contrary to our expectation, a high percentage of educators displayed the
category for unresolved status of attachment representation and PTSD whereas children´s attachment to their parent before
entering day care is in 73% of all cases secure. Limitation of this study is the small sample size. Next step of this study will be the
assessment and analysis of educators-child-attachment one year after day care entry.
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